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Ui of the great chsllenpes of contemporary living 5 the
Pevmicious influeince of the culiure of entitlement: To a large
EXNTENT-our parents-and grandparents lived |ives driven by a
sense of deep responsibiliny. Today, sadly a sense ofentitiement
reigns supreme. 5o many of us subconsciously feel entitled to
have virtually perfeer lives, and be surrounded only by people
whao always know what to sayv to us and exactlywhat to do for us
The moment we hit a bump in the road, and something doesn’t
guprecizely as wewant, we becomedejected and frustrated:
iFonly we lived a lifeaccording to the principle that Hashem
coesht owe us anything, and everything we have — including
ene clotheswe wear and the [ood we eat —is an undeserved gift,
the purstit of happiness would bé much easier.
This helps explain @ question about our celebrating
Cranukahas well,

Y refoice over the fact that neiros lit in the time of our
ancestors burned eight days. Yet we haven't merited o light
the Menorah in the Beis Hamikdash for close to 2,000 1,"&3’1.'5!
I L}]E.-I ereater scheme of things, one would have thought that
the miracle of bavin galit Menarah at the time of nes Chanubal
wolild be overshadowed by all fhese centuries when we didn't

merit to light neiros in the Bels Hamilkdash.

gratitude toward ‘our parents simply because,
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Fhis applies tol the way we perdeive bur
interpersonal relation ships aswell
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we focus onghinginsteadot Tocusing on what we
are getting, the stronger and niore productive
that bond will be: How mteh more so when at
stake is our relationship with sur parents. Cne
abthe most devastating causes of the pernicious
influence of American culture is that many
Jews today perceive their parents ina negative
way.. This iz fueled in part by a ‘dangerous
pevehislogical theory that encourages peopie of

ft ages to blame virtually every problem: they
have an the assumption that, while their parents
were loving and caring, they - were “insufficienthy
attuned” to their children’s emotional needs.

Besides being irrational, this 5 the polar
opposite of a Torah approach.

This iz how the author of the Sefer Hachinoeh;
ones of the Rishonim, explains: how we shoudld
approach the mitzoak of Ribbud ovva’@ing

It is fitting for o person to-acknowledge ard
return Rindness to people who were gond fo him;
and nat be a vile ingrate, because thar is anr evil
ancl repulsipe I]:TII‘FEII.!II_E tefore Hashem e -
He'should take to heart that the father and the
mother are the tause of his being in the world, and
hl’:‘ﬂ{ff‘; r! iz :F’L:!I!y’ﬁff E-Hg' fﬂ_hunﬂi‘ Them 1rt EUP.I'H wa
and give epery benefit he can to thermn, becanse
they brought him inta the world, and also exerted
themselves on his behalf when he wis fittle.

We have an obligation to fill our hearts with

thanks to them; we-are in this world. Even if all
they did wae give birth to us and feed ﬁs-_when
we were infants, that is sufficient reason for
enormous gratitude,

In;;therwnrﬁa,weuwm}urp&t‘éﬁtsévenw.ﬁiﬁg.
They oweus nothirg. -

Tf_ we only inculeated this fundamental
pi‘ju_i:i;i-_lig in our hearts, so much unnecessary
agmas nefesh would be avoided, and so niuch
more happinesswould be achicvad ®



